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Video Transcripts and Descriptors

Abingdon and Witney College: Presenting your learning

Introduction: This video clip explores the benefits of using assistive software to help all types of learners visualise, plan and present their written and oral assignments. 
Duration: 4:28 minutes.

	Descriptor
	Transcript

	Effective practice in e-learning logo fades in with musical soundtrack and video title: ‘Abingdon and Witney College: Presenting our learning’.
	

	Shot of some learners sat around a picnic table in the grounds of the college talking to each other. Followed by a series of shots of Ellen Lessner working at a computer, exterior views of Abingdon and Witney college and learners relaxing in the grounds of the college.

Screen shots of the textHELP read and write and inspiration software packages.

Includes background musical soundtrack.
	Voiceover (VO): Ellen Lessner, ILT development co-ordinator at Abingdon and Whitney college, believes assistive software has to be embedded in the learning culture of the college, if it is to make the maximum impact on the needs of individual learners. 


textHELP read and write and inspiration are two examples of assistive software that can promote effective learning.

	Series of shots of Ellen Lessner sat behind a desk and in front of a bank of computers with her name and job title (‘Ellen Lessner, ILT Development Co-ordinator’) briefly displayed. Also included are two screen shots of the software packages being used.
	Ellen Lessner (EL): It’s just about knowing how you prefer to learn, and having the tool to do it with. But you also need to start with making sure that every computer that’s accessible to students and staff, has the widest range of useful software and to make sure that it becomes a normal part of tutorial culture.

	Shot of Pauline Gardner stood behind two male adult learners working on computers, followed by a close-up of Pauline and a close-up of a younger female learner (‘Shelley Biggs’) working at a computer. 
	Pauline Gardner (PG): Ultimately, I think it will enable learners – students to work on their own.

	Close-up shot of Ellen Lessner, including two screen shots of the software packages being used.

Includes background musical soundtrack.
	EL: I think this is a very practical way of giving real responsibility to the students, which I think we talk about, but in fact, we haven’t ever given them the tools that would enable them to make real decisions about how they learn.

	Shot of Mark Gregory walking through a door leading to the grounds of the college, then sitting at a picnic table working on a laptop.
	VO: Mark Gregory completed an Access to HE course last year, and believes that assistive software was instrumental in gaining his place on a geography degree course at Oxford Brooks university.

	Close-up shot of Mark Gregory including some shots of him working with the laptop in the grounds of the college, with his name and status (‘Mark Gregory, Geography Undergraduate’) briefly displayed.
	Mark Gregory (MG): I knew I was dyslexic - I found it difficult to actually produce and edit work, and things like that. textHELP is wonderful in that it lets me actually proofread my work. Previously, I had to get somebody else to proofread my work. It was a pain, because they wouldn’t necessarily get the ideas I was trying to put across in it, or things like that. But now, using textHELP, it actually reads the work back to me and I can hear what I’ve written, and hear, and actually know what . . . compare it to what I was actually trying to say.

	Shot of Ellen Lessner sat in front of a bank of computers, including a shot of Mark Gregory sitting at the picnic table unpacking his laptop.
	EL: At the beginning of the year as part of the study skills course that I was teaching, I introduced him and everybody else to textHELP read and write. His confidence zoomed, and he completed the course very successfully.

	Series of screen shots of the inspirations software being used followed by a close-up shot of Mark sitting in the grounds of the college.
	MG: I use inspirations - its a mind mapping programme, I use that to actually prepare-write my essays. Its brilliant for just brainstorming because you can use it for doing spider diagrams and just working out where you want the different sort of ideas to go in. You can then move the ideas around to actually put them into some sort of plan of your essay.

	Shot of Pauline Gardner sat in front of a bank of computers, with her name and job title (‘Pauline Gardner, Lecturer IT (Basic Skills)’) briefly displayed. Followed by a shot of Shelley Biggs working on a laptop with the help of a practitioner. Includes dialog between them: 

Practitioner: That’s good. Shall we write the word underneath?

Learner: Oh yeah.
	PG: It (inspirations) helps stimulate, I think, the creative tastebuds. And I think this is where that particular software scores very highly. 

	Screen shot of the inspirations software followed by a split-screen shot of the software and of Shelley Biggs sitting in front of a bank of computers with her name and status (‘Shelley Biggs, Student’) briefly displayed. Followed by a shot of some learners working and Shelley using the laptop with the help of a practitioner.
	Shelley Biggs (SB): I put the subject I’m doing, and then branches off it. Its like brainstorming but made easier, because if you write it, it just gets all jumbled up. Some of my friends are dyslexic and they’ve been asking me about it, and I’ve recommended that they do this course, and use inspirations for their work, and I’ve taught some of my friends how to use the programme.

	Close-up shot of Pauline Gardner sat in front of a bank of computers.
	PG: The students are able to experiment a little bit, because you can correct your work. 

	Shots of Ellen Lessner working at a computer taken from outside the building, looking through the window at her, followed by a close-up of her sitting in front of a window with blinds and a brief shot of some learners working.

Includes background musical soundtrack.
	EL: I think the biggest change is that if I ask the question, I find out that there are a lot more people using it than I thought possible. But there are an awful lot of people who are using it quietly and normally.

	Shot of Pauline Gardner stood behind two male adult learners working on computers. Includes dialog between the learners: 

Learner 1: this should have been done 50 years ago, just after Dunkirk.

Learner 2: Oh yes. Marvellous that spell-checker . . .

Learner 1: Yes, that spell-checker would have saved me a lot of smacks around the ears!
	

	Close-up shot of Mark Gregory sitting in the grounds of the college.

Includes background musical soundtrack.
	MG: Its actually given me the independence to be able to take responsibility for my own work.

	Three shots of mind-maps produced using inspirations software, including a close-up shot of Shelley Biggs sat in front of a window. 

Includes background musical soundtrack.
	SB: My mum’s noticed my moods have changed. I’m much happier, because I used to come home being really grumpy, because I wasn’t getting on with my work. But now, I’ve just got this distinction. I’m just happy.

	Close-up shot of Ellen Lessner sat in front of a window. Fading out to a white screen.

Includes background musical soundtrack.
	EL: You do see people light up a lot, you know, when you’re showing them something like inspiration or text readback. And most people go into teaching because they like to see people light up occasionally.

	Effective practice in e-learning logo fades in with musical soundtrack and video closing title: ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning, © JISC 2004’. Fading out to a white screen.
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